Reinhardt makes math interesting by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
11-26-1980 
Reinhardt makes math interesting 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Reinhardt makes math interesting" 
(1980). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 31741. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/31741 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
I




REINHARDT MAKES MATH INTERESTING 
by Kathy Mensing-Rehbein 
Publications and Media Relations
"Math can be fun--when you take it from Dr. Howard Reinhardt. He's thorough, very 
entertaining, and he cares."
Those sentiments are echoed often when students and faculty on the University of 
Montana campus speak of Professor Howard Reinhardt. In fact, dedication to the ideals 
of higher education sums up Reinhardt's 23-year tenure at the University.
Through his years of teaching he has been active in numerous programs and organiza­
tions that have a common denominator--al1 have worked for the improvement of the quality 
of education and for the benefit of the University system.
Highly respected by faculty and students, Reinhardt has made his mark on campus 
with his ability to make interesting a topic most students would try to avoid— statistics. 
Mike Young, a junior in wildlife biology, said that he became "intrigued" by statistics 
after taking classes from Reinhardt. "He made it really interesting; and there are a 
lot of things you can do to make it dull."
In addition, his students see him as a person who cares about them as people, instead 
of thinking of them as simply students.
"He's a very caring individual," said Mary Rathman, a senior in communication science 
and disorders. "He is so interested in people in general and really has an interest in 
students in particular. His time is the student's time. When you go to talk to him 
you can talk about anything--it doesn't have to be about math."
No doubt, his success as an instructor comes from his belief that mathematics is 
an important component of a liberal education.
(more)
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"Mathematics can stand by istself because it is one of the original liberal arts," 
Reinhardt said. "It is an important liberal discipline."
In addition to helping university students, the 53-year-old mathematician has 
taught numerous courses during his years at UM to exceptionally skilled high school math 
students, to elementary and secondary math teachers throughout the state, and to math 
teachers in developing colleges.
Though working with students is his first love, Reinhardt has helped find solutions 
to the problems of the Montana University System. In the late 1970s he served on the 
Joint Program Planning Committee which worked to integrate Western Montana College at 
Dillon with the University of Montana in order to save the college.
He spends much of his time helping his fellow faculty members through the University 
Teachers Union, and, in years past, through the Faculty Senate. This year, as president 
of the union, Reinhardt is deeply involved in attempting to get salary increases for the
faculty.
"The most serious problem facing the University now is the general level of support
of the University by the state," he siad. "Salaries just haven't kept up with inflation 
or with the incomes of other Montana workers. There is a surplus in the general fund and 
it should be used by the state -- not for tax refunds--but used by the state. Higher 
education is a prime function of the state."
Noting that his own real earning power has gone down by 25 percent in the last 
decade, Reinhardt said he hopes that the people of the state "think there is some justice 
in paying the faculty for service given the state, rather than telling them to leave.
"Every spring I get depressed (about the lack of money), but every fall I see the 
kids and I know I would resent being forced out. But I also would like to earn a 
salary that would allow me to educate my own kids as I see fit."
Those who have worked with Reinhardt in the union and during the many years he has 




Richard Barrett, associate professor of economics and past president of the union, 
attributes Reinhardt's success in the union to his statesmanship. "He can deal with 
diverse groups effectively. He's able to reach accommodations that people can live 
wi th.
"More than any other person on campus, he has done more than his share to help the 
faculty through the union and the Faculty Senate."
Even those who sit on the other side of the table from Reinhardt recognize and 
appreciate his efforts. George Mitchell, UM legal counsel and the UM representative on 
the bargaining team for the commissioner of higher education, said Reinhardt "has Ion 
been broadly respected by those of us who have had occasion to be his adversary. Only 
a person imbued with genuine feeling for his peers and for this University could so 
unselfishly give of himself."
Twice chairman of the UM Faculty Senate, Reinhardt helped start the organization 
which has been intrumental for the past two decades in providing faculty recommendations 
to the administration on matters of academic policy.
Though he no longer is active in the senate, because it has become "over-bureau­
cratized," Reinhardt said he would hate to see the Faculty Senate dissolved because he 
believes it is the proper way for the faculty to address important academic matters.
Also involved in legislative relations for the University, Reinhardt said he is 
concerned about the upcoming legislative session and the amount of money the state will 
pass on the the various units of the University System.
"I don't want to be in a fight with (the other university and colleges) for the 
cutting up of the pie," he said. "We need a bigger pie. If we don't get a bigger 
pie, somebody has to make some hard decisions on how it is to be used. Another appropria­




Hoping that the money will come from the legislature "with as few strings as 
possible," Reinhardt said the local administration has to be trusted to spend it wisely. 
The University's priorities for funding, he said, include salary increases, building 
maintenance, library books, a fine-arts and radio-television building, and faculty 
development.
Funds for faculty development, he stressed, are important. "For me to be an 
effective teacher requires that I have time to recharge my intellectual batteries.
What we now teach in freshman math was research math when I first came here."
While it's difficult to find anyone on the UM campus who doesn't greatly admire 
Reinhardt, the warmest praise comes from his colleagues in the math department.
Rick Billstein, a young UM teacher recognized as one of the top mathematicians 
in the state, admires Reinhardt's dedication and leadership.
"He was chairman when I came here, and it was through his leadership that I'm doing 
what I am today. No matter who's chairman of the department, Howard Reinhardt is behind 
them, and you know they are asking him for advice.
"A man of that caliber the University should do everything it can to keep."
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